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Bug-Free Garden Season Is Here!

A dry weather pattern and longer, sun-filled
days have ushered in garden season for those lucky
enough to have snow-free property. It's a great, bug-
free time of year to clean up debris where the ground
is not soft or saturated. Garden beds can be cleaned
before spring bulbs bloom. I don’t like chopping
the heads off snowdrops, crocuses, or pulmonarias
trying to put on a colorful show through the melting
snow and frozen leaf matter.

Those of us who still have snow on the ground
can take advantage of the warm days to prune. Trees
and shrubs that were damaged during February’s
storms can be cleared of broken branches that may
cause harm by falling onto people, pets, or plants
below. Larger limbs may need to be pruned to
prevent insects and disease from entering gashes
or wounds.

My beautiful daphne, “Carol Mackie,” is planted
in an area of my garden where it is shielded from
the north winds. Unfortunately, for the second year
in a row, heavy snow pulled down a couple of large
branches that make up its six-foot spread. Last year,
one cracked, and I was able to tie it up and let it
heal on its own. This year, February’s snow pulled
down a branch while the easterly winds twisted it,
and now that woody stem is shredded. It'll need to
be cut off completely, leaving an empty space facing
the main viewpoint of that garden. It’s better for the
shrub to cut the branch while the plant is dormant,
so the wound can heal
somewhat before bug
season. I will also make
an angled cut, to prevent
water from sitting on the
wound while it heals.
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Outer branches that sucker can grow as main
stems and compete with the main plant, as with
lilacs and sumacs, or creep out a few feet and form
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new shrubs, as with dogwoods and rugosa roses. It
is possible to separate the suckers from their parent
plants, with plenty of underground stem and roots,
and plant them to grow elsewhere. A shrub formed
from suckers is not necessarily going to be weaker or
unhealthier than its parent plant.

Vertical stem sprouts on horizontal fruiting
branches of apple trees, for instance, may try to
grow into new leaders or compete with the main
stem, giving a tree a double or triple top. Vertical
branches can add significant weight to a horizontal
branch, potentially harming a tree. Removing them
when young is best.

This is the time of year to get ahead in the garden.
Although Mother Nature could still give us another
nor’easter, I am hopeful that our bug-free garden
season has officially arrived.

Once the damage has

been cleared, unwanted
branches can be pruned
out of a tree or shrub,
including branches in the
center which crowd the
crown, preventing good
sun and air circulation. If
left alone, many of these
branches will eventually
die out, but not before
changing the shape of the
tree or shrub.

Outer branches that
grow toward the center
of a shrub may also need
to be removed. Shrubs
should have the look of
a bunch of flower stems
in a vase—all leaning out
from the center. Spirea
branches like to grow in
all directions, giving the
shrub a wild look.
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“When it Comes to Loam, We Deliver”
Specializing in Loam Screening & Delivery e Light Site Work
AVAILABLE FOR RENT:

Mini Excavators with Thumbs, Digging & Grading ® Wood Chippers
Loader Backhoes with Brush-Handling Bucket

Call Loam Plus one-stop for all of your equipment rental and material needs.
Please see our website for more information!

www.LoamPlus.com

Contact info: David Foster * Office: 603-899-3247
Cell 603-491-2510 » david.foster@loamplus.com
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Turkey Season is around the corner...
And we have ALL YOUR HUNTING NEEDS!

Quaker Boy * HS Strut ¢ Hally Caller ¢ Primos Decoys
Knight & Hale ¢ Pretty Boy & Pretty Girl by Carry-Light
Bobbin Head by Buckwing ¢ Ameristep Ground Blinds
B-Mobile by Primos ¢ Clothing by Whitewater and Bugout

GUNS, AMMO AND TRU-GLO SIGHTS

FISHING SUPPLIES
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Cortland Pro Sho Licenses
Berkley - Yamamoto Boat Registrations
Okuma - Shimano OHRV Registrations
Many New Lures & Colors Live Bait
DB Lures & Guides Available Here! Wew Yuventory Anniving Daily!

Archery Pro Shop
2010 BOWS ARE IN!

Bowtech: Destroyer, Admiral FLX, Captain,
S.W.A.T., Air Raid, Sniper Diamond: Iceman FLX,
Black Ice FLX, Razor Edge P.S.E.: X-Force, Omen,

Axe 6, Vendetta, Bow Madness, Stinger

mQuest: Heat, Hammer, Primal

REDUCED PRICES
ON ALL OTHER BOWS IN STOCK  gmem

CANOES - KAYAKS - BASS HUNTER BOATS

50 OFF 2009 Prices!

Must be in stock. Offer ends March 31st.

PELLETIER’S SPORT SHOP
603-532-7180 - OPEN 7 DAYS

105 Peterboro Road, Route 202, Jaffrey, NH

OHRV & Boat Registrations  Hunting & Fishing Licenses
Master Card - Visa - Discover - American Express

Check our web site... www.pelletiersports.biz

Read the Monadnock
Shopper News online:
www.shoppernews.com

New! PUMA 25 BH
Travel Trailer

Sleeps 8,Awning, A/C, Refrigerator, Furnace, Full Bath

Yours for S154/m0. for 144 mos.”

*to qualified buyers with approved credit.

We’'re Your Truck Camper Headquarters And
Have A Large Selection Of Pre-Owned, Certified,
Used Pop-Ups, Travel Trailers and 5th Wheels.

FAMILY-OWNED FOR THREE GENERATIONS

QUALITY VEHICLES FOR THREE GENERATIONS
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RENTALS - SERVICE ON ALL MAKES

CLAREMONT-NEWPORT RD., NEWPORT, N.H.
www.cityautorv.com ¢ 603-543-3579
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