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Grenada Chocolate  
& Elm City Beer Tasting Dinner

pairing an Elm City beer with each of the five courses
to benefit the Cocoa Farming Future Initiative  (CFFI)

at the Colony Mill, 222 West Street, Keene, NH

Monday, February 13 
Tuesday, February 14

 CHOCOLATE& BEER - 
 what better way to celebrate Valentine’s Day?

The Cocoa Farming Future Initiative (CFFI), a 501(c)3 non profit corporation dedicated to 
helping cocoa farmers on the island of Grenada. Grenada cocoa beans are noted for their 
superb quality. 

Cocoa grows best in a diverse environment mixed with bananas, nutmeg, citrus, and many 
other tropical plants, an indigenous method called shade-canopy agriculture. This biodiversity 
creates the world’s best cocoa; it is also vital to the health of the region’s ecosystem. The 3,000 
cocoa farmers in Grenada need access to updated tools, resources, and products. Farmers seek 
improved nursery stock. They seek information about sustainable farming methods and help in 
restoring crops that were severely damaged by Hurricane Ivan in 2004. 

CFFI is dedicated to supporting the people involved with this form of agriculture.  
www.cffigrenada.org

Please contact Elm City Brewery at (603) 355-3335 to purchase tickets, $45 each.

Purchase tickets in advance at Elm City Brewery Company 
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene • (603) 355-3335

~Menu~
Butternut Squash Bisque - Honey Brown Ale

 With cinnamon chipotle swirl and white chocolate crème fraiche

Mixed Greens Garden Salad - Rauchbier
 With toasted almonds, local smoked cheddar cheese & mango ginger vinaigrette

Pan Seared Crab Cakes - Cream Ale
 With green onion aioli

Jerk & Chocolate Rubbed Roast Duck Breast - ESB
 With mashed sweet potatoes, zucchini & summer squash

Nutmeg Ice Cream & 
Chocolate Stout Mousse - Chocolate Stout

 With banana scallop

CHoColAtE & BEER
what better way to celebrate 

Valentine’s Day!

to benefit the Cocoa Farming Future Initiative (CFFI)

Monday, February 13
tuesday, February 14

6 p.m. • Seating is limited • $45 each

www.cffigrenada.org

Elm City Restaurant & Brewery
Five Course Chocolate & Beer Dinner

Trinity Christian School’s

Silent Auction/Talent Night
Friday, February 3rd • 6-9 pm

You won’t want to miss this 
exciting event sponsored by 
the PTFA to raise funds for 

our much needed playground!

StudentS & Faculty PerForming
Light snacks & drinks. FREE Admission.

For more info., call Tracy at (603) 352-2416 
or Trinity Christian School at 352-9403

100 Maple Avenue, Keene
trinity chriStian School

Some of our auction items:
Free night at The Bridges 

Inn at Whitcomb House
gift certificates from MoCo

Citgo Gas • Ye Goodie Shop • Toy City • Hannafords

Pet Basket • Spring Cleaning Basket • Baby Basket 
 Spa Basket • Breakfast/Coffee Basket

Creative Memories • Desserts • Mary Kay 
Lia Sophia from Emily Esslinger • Golf Clubs & Gift 
Certificate to the Keene Country Club • KAB Repairs 

Free State Inspections & Much, Much More!

online: www.shoppernews.com  Fill out our
ReadeRs’ ChoiCe Ballot

Cranberry Meadow Pond in Winter
The Monadnock Con-

servancy’s Cranberry 
Meadow Pond Trail be-
gins on Cheney Avenue 
in Peterborough and goes 
east (and up) to join the 
Raymond Trail on Pack 
Monadnock Mountain, 
just east of that trail’s 
beginning on East Moun-
tain Road. The pond is 
located at the midpoint 
of the path, and the short 
stretch along its shore 
is easily the highlight of 
the path. Last January, I 
hiked west from the park-
ing lot on East Mountain 
Road down to the pond 
and back, planning to 
walk the western half 
soon afterward.  How-
ever, it wasn’t until this 
January that I did.

 In the meantime, I 
noticed that the trail, which opened in April, 2011, 
has become quite popular.  At least I frequently saw 
cars parked along Old Street Road near where the 
trail crosses the road and where a kiosk with informa-

tion stands. I don’t think 
that’s an official parking 
spot, but it certainly gets 
used; this winter what 
little snow we’ve gotten 
has been plowed so that 
several cars can park 
on the east side of the 
road. I parked there at 
mid-morning on the 
fourth Tuesday of the 
month and hiked up to 
the pond and back.

It was another warm 
day, over 40 degrees, 
and what snow remained 
was only a thin, well-
packed coating on the 
trail. There was certainly 
no need for snowshoes, 
but I did stretch light 
weight yaktraks over my 
hiking boots to be ready 

for any slick spots – and I was glad I did.
 My walk began by following a narrow board-

walk as it zigzagged across the marshy edge of the 
pond that extends eastward from Old Street Road. 
Although I saw no sign of beavers, they were prob-
ably the architects of the pond.  I did pass a large tree 
that had been gnawed by beavers so long ago that 
the exposed wood was black. I wondered how that 
tree has remained upright.

The trail then followed the brook that is the outlet 
of Cranberry Meadow Pond, at first on the right or 
southern side and then, crossing a narrow bridge, on 
the opposite side. The brook was on my right until just 
below the pond itself, where the trail went straight 
up a short but steep hill and the brook took a more 
gradual path to its source.  Hemlocks dominated the 
forest, and the little brook kept the trail lively. There 
were a few icy places in the narrow stream, especially 

where it was almost level, but it moved rapidly for 
most of its length.

At the top of the little climb beyond the brook, 
the trail went down a short distance, joining a woods 
road for a few yards and then tuning sharply right 
to the edge of the pond.  Most of Cranberry Meadow 
Pond was covered with a thin skin of ice, but there 
was a stretch of open water on the far side, which I 
figured must be the deepest part. Pack Monadnock 
rises above that side of the little lake, but the highest 

part of the mountain was cloud or fog covered.
 Just below the pond on the return trip, I noticed 

a partially obscured view of Monadnock that would 
probably be completely obscured when the leaves 
are on the hardwood trees at that portion of the trail. 
When I reached Old Street Road, I crossed it and 
walked that portion of the trail as far as the open 
meadow that borders Cheney Avenue. Part of that 
was inside the Peterborough Conservation Commis-
sion’s Wheeler Trail.

Sometime soon, I plan to hike from Cheney 
Avenue to the Raymond Trail and then up it to the 
top of Pack Monandock. From there, I could follow 
the Wapack Trail to North Pack, hike down to Old 
Mountain Road, and walk home on it!

    Dick Jenkins is a retired teacher who lives in 
Peterborough. However, he is not retired from out-
door activities, and he spends at least part of nearly 
every day hiking, jogging, paddling, pedaling, or just 
walking about the Monadnock Region. His e-mail 
address is rirvinjenkins@hotmail.com. Monadnock 
Region Odysseys, a collection of over a hundred of 
these columns is now available at local book stores 
and at the office at The Monadnock Shopper News 
at 445 West Street in Keene.

Pond Near Old Street Road

Ancient Beaver Sign

Outdoor
Odysseys

with Dick Jenkins

Moose The Greyhound Survives Cancer; Fund-Raiser Set 
Moose the Greyhound is very 

happy to be nearing the end of his 
chemotherapy treatments.   

Last summer, Moose was diag-
nosed with  cancer after his care-
takers noticed a sore on his nose 
that wouldn’t heal. Everyone was 
surprised to hear the diagnosis of 
cancer. Although no diagnosis of 
cancer is good, they were relieved 
to hear that this type of cancer is 
very receptive to chemotherapy 
and that Moose stood a good 
chance at having a good quality 
of life after treatment. 

And so, Moose’s journey to 
remission began.  Fast Friends 
held a benefit yard sale to help 
with the cost of the chemotherapy treatments and 
other medications he would need over the next eight 
months. The yard sale was a success and put a large 
dent in his medical expenses but didn’t cover all of 

the costs.  
Moose is responding very well 

to the chemotherapy and has had 
few side effects. He is finally seeing 
the light at the end of the tunnel as 
his treatment nears the end. Fast 
Friends has launched an online 
auction ending on Valentine’s Day, 
to help with the costs of his last 
two chemotherapy treatments and 
medications. 

To help Moose, visit www.
CharityAuctionsToday.com/store/
Fastfriends to check out and bid on 
the many animal and non-animal 
related items that have been do-
nated. Or, make a cash donation di-
rectly from the auction site or from 

the Web site www.HelpingGreyhounds.org. Fast 
Friends is a non-profit organization and is located at 
14 W. Swanzey Road, or call 603-355-1556. 

Moose is shown with his 
oncologist, Dr. Romansik.

Conservation District Plant Sale Supports Local Efforts
The Cheshire County Conservation District is 

holding its annual Conservation Plant Sale. They 
are offering a variety of top-quality evergreen and 
deciduous trees, wildlife and landscaping shrubs, 
perennials, ornamentals as well as berries, and fruit 
trees and mushrooms. 

Many of the species they offer are native. For this 
reason they are healthy, hardy plants adapted to local 
growing conditions. Once established, they require 
less watering, fertilizers, and pesticides. Plants are 
selected for environmental benefits such as reforesta-
tion, wind protection, shade, bank stabilization, and 

wildlife food and cover. 
 This year the district is working with Fedco to 

bring top-quality plants and Wichland Woods to 
provide mushrooms for the backyard. 

 All proceeds will benefit conservation efforts in 
Cheshire County. Thus, those who buy plants are 
helping fund conservation projects in the community. 
For more details and to receive order forms, contact 
the Conservation District office at 603-756-2988, Ext. 
116, info@cheshireconservation.org, or download 
them from www.cheshireconservation.org. Deadline 
for orders is Friday, March 9th. 


